
Jenny Preston Elementary 
Allen Independent School District 

Looking Ahead to 2017-18!     
 

Dear Preston Parents, 

  

We are in the process of looking ahead to next year and making plans for a successful first year at 

Preston Elementary!  With each new school year and grade level, parents naturally begin to think about 

class assignments. Therefore, I feel it is important to share with you the process, timeline, and details that 

go into organizing class lists each year.  Putting together class lists is a challenging and tedious task for 

our teachers because each student’s needs are analyzed and evaluated prior to placing them in the most 

suitable classroom environment. The guiding elements in designing class lists are student needs, learning 

styles, and teacher style. Each child is different and each child has a different set of needs.  Therefore, it 

is imperative for us to match students with the teacher(s) we feel will most effectively meet their needs 

and learning style. To balance groups of students for instructional success, we use the following criteria: 

 

★ Equal division of boys and girls 

★ Learning needs 

★ Social needs 

★ Behavior needs 

★ Academic programs (a must for scheduling) 

★ Instructional environment 

  

As you can see, many details are considered in order to create an optimal learning environment for each 

student. Your child’s current teacher(s) and principal will communicate with Preston Elementary 

administrators to discuss appropriate placement for your child.  Your child’s teacher knows his/her school 

needs and will provide valuable information to help us place them according to what will help your child 

be successful and happy next year at Preston Elementary.  

  

If your child has special academic or emotional needs and/or you feel a specific learning environment 

request (not a specific teacher) is absolutely necessary to ensure those needs are met, then I ask that 

you submit the request in writing to me by email no later than Friday, April 28, 2017.  Verbal requests, 

specific teacher requests, and requests received after this date will not meet our campus timeline for 

development of class lists.   

  

Thank you so much for your input and for trusting us in the process of placing your child in the most 

appropriate classroom.  I assure you that we will be diligent in our efforts to provide an effective learning 

environment for your child. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 

Johnna Walker, Principal 

Preston Elementary School 

johnna_walker@allenisd.org 
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